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Agenda

Timetable 
Applicants Responsibilities
General points regarding the CAO

Entry Requirements and the Points 

System

Making an application
How places are allocated by CAO
After submitting the application
Questions





Applicants Responsibilities

“It became apparent that at least some 
students and parents believe that the 
Guidance Counsellor has some role to 
play in the completion of the CAO 
application form, and indeed some 
responsibility for its accurate 
completion. May I make it clear that we 
find such an idea to be outlandish.” 
(C.A.O.)



It is YOUR choice
It is YOUR responsibility

NOT the Guidance Counsellor
NOT your parents
NOT your friends

This is YOUR life

Advice for the student



H.E.I.s in the C.A.O.

Universities
Institutes of Technology
Teacher Training Colleges
N.C.A.D.
Incorporated Religious 

Institutes
N.C.I.
Private Colleges 49





    1977 –     5 Colleges with 69 courses

The Internet of Things, Cloud Computing, Bioveterinary 
Science, Forensic Toxicology,Smart Technology for 
Business, Citizenship &  Community Studies, Pilot 
Studies, Aero Engineering, Digital Marketing, Sport & 
Exercise (Rugby), Popular Music (Electric Bass 
Guitar), Building Energy Systems, Marine 
Electrotechnology, Craft Technology, Crimology, 
Government, Law (Clinical), Public Health, Earth & 
Environemental Sciences, Theology & Psychology, 
Film Studies, Global Business (USA), Genetics & Cell 
Biology, Law & Society, Marketing, Innovation & 
Technology, Politics & Media, Nutraceuticals in Health 
& Nutrition, Timber Product Technology, Baking & 
Pastry Arts Management, Animation, Web Engineering, 
Cyber Security, DNA & Forensic Analysis, Visual 
Culture, Political Science & Geography, Ancient & 
Medieval History & Culture, NanoScience, Business 
Studies & Polish ...

Choice

    2018 –   49 Colleges with 1418 courses



 
Leaving Certificate points statistics for 2017:
 
Total candidates presenting LCE : 55,770
 
Candidates scoring 625 points        :    157   ( 0.3%) 
Candidates scoring from 600 - 624            :    476             (  0.9%)
Candidates scoring from 500 - 599    :  6,162   ( 11%)      
  
Candidates scoring from 400 - 499            : 13,394           ( 24%)      
Candidates scoring from 300 - 399            : 14,201   ( 25.5%)      
Candidates scoring from 200 - 299            : 10,964   ( 19.7%)     
Candidates scoring from 100 - 199            :  6,656   ( 11.9%)   
   
Candidates scoring less than 100              :  3,760   (  6.7%)
 

 
Leaving Certificate points statistics for 1995:
 
Total candidates presenting LCE : 68,463
 
Candidates scoring 600 points                   :      31            ( 0.0%) 
Candidates scoring from 500 - 599            :  2,594           ( 3.8%) 
Candidates scoring from 400 - 499            : 10,631          ( 15.5%) 
Candidates scoring from 300 - 399            : 15,003          ( 21.9%) 
Candidates scoring from 200 - 299            : 13,467          ( 19.7%) 
Candidates scoring from 100 - 199            : 13,121          ( 19.2%)
Candidates scoring less than 100               :13616           (19.9%)

For Comparison



3rd Level in Ireland

2nd  Level

Universities

Institutes of Technology 
(Technical Universities)

FETAC, HND, BTEC

SOLAS, TEAGASC, BIM 
etc



The Framework





DANGER

 Do the Research!
 Points patterns
 Beware of  - 

College snobbery
Trendy courses
Family tradition

 Awareness of future employment 
 trends
 Look outside of county/ country   
 boundaries (Scotland & the E.U.)
 Have a safety net!
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Points 2017- 

Now Second 

Year!





Accompanying Conditions:

 Bonus points for Leaving Certificate Higher Level 
Mathematics will be awarded in 2012. The scheme is to be 

introduced for a four year pilot period commencing Leaving 

Certificate 2012 and will be reviewed in 2017.
 The six best results, in recognised subjects, in one 

Leaving Certificate Examination will be counted for points 
computation.

 One sitting only of the Leaving Certificate Examination will 
be counted for points purposes.

 In the case of certain subjects, e.g. Alternative Ordinary 
Level Mathematics, or Foundation Level Irish, some HEIs 
may not award the points shown above. However some of 
the I.T’s are now awarding some points for Foundation 
Level Maths. If in any doubt, check with the Admissions 
Office of the appropriate HEIs.

 LCVP points awarded: Distinction - 70, Merit - 50, Pass - 
30 (Not acceptable for some courses please check!)



NEW MEDICAL ENTRY SYSTEM

You must now register for 
and sit the 'hpat-Ireland' test.

Register by 20th January 
2018. (Late fee up to 
February 1st.)

Cost is €130, date of test 
24th February 2018.

All medical programmes are 
now restricted entry.



Restricted Application Courses

Some courses have Interviews/ 
Assessments /  Portfolios / Auditions 

Medicine – HPAT Test
Application must be made by the 1st  

February.
Details of all restricted entry courses 

are in the CAO Handbook
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How does the allocation work?



 Last place to

be filled - Round 1
 Last place to

be filled – Round 1

 Last place to

be filled - Round 2

 Last place to

be filled - Round 2

ROUND 2

7 round one 
places not 
accepted

3 round one 
places not 
accepted

Round 2 cut off 
points - 455

Round 2 cut off 
points - 460



Random Selection















Select your 
category 





Application Number

• You Are Now Given An Application Number 

• Keep This Carefully (Sent Instantly By Email
And Text)

• You Will Need It To Log In To Your Account 

• You Can Change Your Mind Online Free Of Charge

Until 1st February 

• After That Changes Can Be Made from 5th May until 
1st July



www.accesscollege.ie



So – what is the best way to fill in the courses?

Dream Courses

Realistic 
Courses

Safety Net

Genuine 
Order of 
Preference 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



 Receive CAO number and Statement of Course 
Choices. 

 Receive Statement of Application Record.
 Some students may be asked to attend extra 

assessments.
 Change of Mind facility becomes available.
 Leaving Cert. Results are sent to CAO.
 Places are allocated and offered by post and 

online.
 Students accept, reject or defer offered places.
 Further rounds of offers are made until all course 

places are filled.

After Completing the Application



CAO Offer Timetable

Mature/ deferrals in July / early Aug

Leaving Certificate results – Aug 8th, 2018

Round One Offers - August 13th

Each list separate. (Can accept on-line.) 

Offers each week thereafter 

Can only move up list, never down 

Can accept or ignore subsequent offers

Available Place application (www.cao.ie)

Random Selection (Leaving Cert Pts)



Total Applications 78,199

Leaving Cert applying to CAO 44,967

All Leaving Cert regardless of years. 67,932

Matures 14,910

FETAC 11,711

GCE 1,913

Non-Eu not LCE,GCE or FETAC 3,516

Acceptances for Applicants with  previous HE 9,797

Acceptances for Applicants with  previous FE 4,877

HEAR Applicants 8,399

HEAR Applicants who received an offer 4,901

HEAR Applicants who got a HEAR offer 682
below the points cutoff

DARE Applicants 2,309

DARE Applicants who received an offer 1,401

Leaving Certs who 
recieved an offer:

29,937









Apprenticeships (SOLAS)
Defence Forces
Gardaí
Fáilte Ireland
Teagasc
Direct to Employment
Post Leaving Certificate Courses
Repeat Leaving Certificate
Clearing House 

Non- CAO Options





General Costs of 
College

 Average monthly cost:

Rent (Shared House/Flat) Є 370
Light/Heat/Power Є   40
Food Є 186
Travel Є   60
Books/Stationery Є   48
Clothes/Laundry/Medical Є 100
Social Life/Mobile/Misc Є 150

Total: Є 954

Annual (8½ Months) Total:          € 8,109



Comparative 
Costs 
of 
College



Open April 2018



Transition to Third Level

Size of College (800 to 22,000)
Size of Class (6 to 500) 
Class contact hours / schedule
Choosing subjects
Attendance Monitoring
Budgeting / Part-time work
Reduced Parental Involvement
Change in Learning Style
Shift in who takes responsibility



In Difficulty - ASK

  Mentor Counsellors
  Lecturer Student Advisers
  Tutor Class Rep
  Academic Advisor Library Help Desk
  Careers Advisers Admissions Office
  Chaplaincy Registrar’s Office

Lots of people are willing to assist you in any way they 
can....just ask.



Sources of Information

CAO Handbook & its warning
Publications
Guidance Counsellors / teachers
Current students / graduates / 

people doing that job
Open Days - College visits
Visitors to School
Parents / older siblings
Interweb & General Media



Websites

www.careersportal.ie
www.qualifax.ie
www.careersa-z.co.uk
www.studentfinance.ie
www.accesscollege.ie
www.cao.ie 
www.guidanceoffice.info







And Finally…

  Any        
    Questions?
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