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It is YOUR choice
It is YOUR responsibility

NOT the Guidance Counsellor
NOT your parents
NOT your friends

This is YOUR life

ADVICE FOR THE STUDENT

“It became apparent that at least 
some students and parents believe 
that the Guidance Counsellor has 
some role to play in the completion 
of the CAO application form, and 
indeed some responsibility for its 
accurate completion. May I make it 
clear that we find such an idea to be 
outlandish.” (C.A.O.)



H.E.I.s in the C.A.O.

Universities
Institutes of Technology
Technical Universities 
Teacher Training Colleges
N.C.A.D.
Incorporated Religious 

Institutes
N.C.I.
Private Colleges

44

Higher 
Education 
Institute

National 
College 
of Art & 
Design

National College 
of Ireland



    1977 –     5 Colleges with 69 courses

Culinary Entrepreneurship, Nutrition and Health Science, Mobile 
and Web Computing, Software Design for Virtual Reality and 
Gaming, Environmental Science and Climate, Industrial Automation 
and Robotic Systems, Business Studies with Beauty and Spa 
Management, Music and Instrument Technology, Criminal Justice 
Studies, Cyber Crime and IT Security, Biomedical Electronics, Set 
Design and Construction, Sports Coaching and Performance, 
Organic Agriculture, Smart Product Engineering,  Wildlife Biology, 
Global Business and Pilot Studies, Beverage Industry management, 
TV, Radio and new Media, Asian Studies, Greek and Roman 
Civilisation, Digital Humanities and Information Technology, 
Government and Political Science, Anthropology, Chemistry with 
Forensic Science, Public Health Sciences, Cyberpsychology, Writing 
and Literature, Fashion and Promotion, Furniture Making and 
Architectural Woodworking, Games Development, Film and 
Creative media, Global Challenges, 3D Animation, English and 
Equality Studies, Photographic Media, Data Science, Sustainable 
Timber Technology .......

Choice

    2022 –   44 Colleges with 1539 courses



 

Leaving Certificate points statistics for 2019: 

 

Total candidates presenting LCE : 56,071

 
Candidates scoring 625 points      207 0.4%
Candidates scoring from 600 - 624      574 1%
Candidates scoring from 500 - 599   6,684 11.9%
Candidates scoring from 400 - 499 13,489 24.1%
Candidates scoring from 300 - 399 14,266 25.4%
Candidates scoring from 200 - 299 10,732 19.1%
Candidates scoring from 100 - 199   6,557 11.7%
Candidates scoring less than 100   3,562 6.4%

 

Leaving Certificate points statistics for 1995:

 

Total candidates presenting LCE : 68,463

 

Candidates scoring 600 points                            31            0.0% 

Candidates scoring from 500 - 599                2,594           3.8%

Candidates scoring from 400 - 499               10,631          15.5% 

Candidates scoring from 300 - 399                15,003          21.9% 

Candidates scoring from 200 - 299                13,467          19.7%

Candidates scoring from 100 - 199                 13,121          19.2%

Candidates scoring less than 100                  13,616          19.9%

Has there been 
Grade Inflation?





Impact of Covid on Points



Why Predicting 
Points Can Be 
Difficult

53 
Points 
Drop

50 
Points 
Drop



49 Points 
Drop

20 Points
Increase



50 Point 
Increase



3rd Level in Ireland

2nd  Level

Universities

Institutes of Technology 
(Technical Universities)

FETAC, HND, BTEC

SOLAS, TEAGASC, BIM etc

Post Leaving 
Certificate 
Courses, 
Apprenticeship 
Training, 
Agricultural 
Colleges etc. 



The System is 
built on 
PROGRESSION



The National Framework of 
Qualifications (NFQ)



DANGER
 Do the Research!
 Points patterns
 Beware of  - 

College snobbery
Trendy courses
Family tradition

 Awareness of future employment 

 trends
 Look outside of county/ country   

 boundaries (Northern Ireland & the E.U.)
 Have a safety net!



2023



How Does the Points System Work?



Accompanying Conditions:

Bonus points for Leaving Certificate Higher Level Mathematics 
has been awarded since 2012.

The six best results, in recognised subjects, in one Leaving 
Certificate Examination will be counted for points computation.

One sitting only of the Leaving Certificate Examination will be 
counted for points purposes.

In the case of certain subjects, e.g. Alternative Ordinary Level 
Mathematics, or Foundation Level Irish, some HEIs may not 
award the points shown above. However some of the I.T’s are 
now awarding some points for Foundation Level Maths. If in 
any doubt, check with the Admissions Office of the appropriate 
HEIs.

LCVP points awarded: Distinction - 66, Merit - 46, Pass - 28 (Not 
acceptable for some courses please check!)





OTHER WAYS 

TO 

ACCUMULATE 

POINTS



MEDICAL ENTRY SYSTEM

You must now register for and  
   sit the 'HPAT-Ireland' test.
Registrations close 5.15pm        

  GMT 20 January 2023 
Cost is €152.80 
Test Window: 17–25 February    

  2023
All medical programmes are      

 now restricted entry.



So What are Restricted 
Application Courses?

These are courses that have 
Interviews/ Assessments /  Portfolios 
/ Auditions 

Medicine – HPAT Test
Application for these courses must 

be made by the 1st  February.
Details of all restricted entry courses 

are in the CAO Handbook
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How does the allocation work?
1
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 Last place to

be filled - Round 1
 Last place to

be filled – Round 1

 Last place to

be filled - Round 2

 Last place to

be filled - Round 2

ROUND 2

7 round one 
places not 
accepted

3 round one 
places not 
accepted

Round 2 cut off 
points - 455

Round 2 cut off 
points - 433
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to highest 
random 
number



Name and Website 
Address

Course 
Options

Course Level 
6 / 7 / 8



Every Course 
has a Five 
Digit Code

Watch for 
Restricted 
Application 
Courses



Watch for 
Physical Location 
of the Course



Two Subject 
Moderatorship 
(Battleships)





A Different 
Approach 
Being 
Trialed 





So, what does the 
form look like?



HEI’s may look 
for evidence 
of EU 
Nationality



Majority of 
students only have 
to tick this box







It’s Good Advice to 
Password Protect 
Your Account



Courses in order of 
Genuine Preference

Nothing goes on this 
form that you wouldn’t 
be happy to accept, if 
offered



This is NOT your 
SUSI application

Have you applied for 
your language 
exemption?



www.accesscollege.ie

Disability

Socio-Economic





Real World Example

Multiple Access Points



So – what is the best way to fill in the courses?

Dream Courses

Realistic 
Courses

Safety Net

Genuine 
Order of 
Preference 



 Receive CAO number and Statement of Course Choices. 

 
 Receive Statement of Application Record.

 Some students may be asked to attend extra assessments.

 Change of Mind facility becomes available. (FREE)

 Leaving Cert. Results are sent to CAO

 Places are allocated and offered online.

 Students accept, reject or defer offered places. (NEVER REJECT)

 Further rounds of offers are made until all course places are filled.

After Completing the Application



CAO Offer Timetable

Mature/ deferrals in July / early Aug

Leaving Certificate results – August , 
2023??

Round One Offers – (3 Days Later) August 
2023??

Each list separate. (Can accept on-line.) 

Offers each week thereafter 

Can only move up list, never down 

Can accept or ignore subsequent offers

Available Place application (www.cao.ie)

Random Selection



84,811 
Total No. of 

Persons Applying

CAO Class 2022

60,210 
Leaving Certificate

Candidates

43,137 
Level 8

Acceptances

Leaving Certificate Applied Candidates: 3,173
Further Education (PLC) Applicants: 10,523
Repeat Leaving Certificate Applicants: 744



Most Popular Courses are: 
Arts / Business / Engineering



Level 6
Level 7
Level 8

Programme Offering by NFQ Level

There are still a 
number of level 6 / 7 
courses available. 
Remember the 
ladder of 
progression.



Our Students and the CAO 2022

Total Number of Applicants 72

Total Number Receiving No Offer 7

Total Number of Level 8 Offers 55

Total Number with Acceptances of Level 8 Offer 31

Total Number of Level 7/6 Offer 46

Total Number with Acceptances of Level 7/6 Offer 10



CW188 Sport Rehabilitation and Athletic Therapy 1 
DC009 Arts: Joint Honours (Humanities) 1 
DC230 Economics, Politics and Law 1 
DC292 Arts: Joint Honours (Law) 1 
DK816 Business Studies 1 
DK846 Civil Engineering 1 
DN100 Architecture 1 
DN150 Engineering (Common Entry) 2 
DN520 Joint Honours (options) 1 
GA187 Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business 1 
GA683 Agricultural Engineering 1
GY261 Business Studies (International Hotel Management, interview) 1 
LC252 Civil Engineering Management 1
LM050 Business Studies (options) 1 
MH101 Arts 4
MH202 Biotechnology 1 
MH401 Finance (options) 1 
MH502 Law (options) 1
PC410 Arts and Humanities (fulfils Teaching Council requirement) 1
RC006 Advanced Therapeutic Technologies 1
SG147 Sport with Business 1 
TR060 Biological and Biomedical Sciences 1
TR209 Economics/Philosophy 1
TU811 Product Design 1
TU860 Computing (Information Technology) 1
TU942 Culinary Arts 1 
TU955 Sports and Leisure Management 1 
TU995 Early Childhood Education 1 

Level 8



DK722 Augmented and Virtual Reality 1
DK742 Engineering - Mechanical Engineering 1 
DK752 Event Management 1 
DK763 Sport, Exercise and Enterprise 2
SG439 Environmental Science with Ecology (Level 7) 1
TU735 Sports Management and Coaching 1
TU772 Business (options) 1
WD094 Architectural Technology 1 

Level 6/7



Apprenticeships (SOLAS)
Defence Forces
Gardaí
Fáilte Ireland
Teagasc
Direct to Employment
Post Leaving Certificate Courses
Repeat Leaving Certificate
Clearing House through UCAS
EUNICAS 

Are there Non- CAO Options?



Our Most Popular PLC Options



Costs of College



Comparative 
Costs 
of 
College

Shop 

Around



Open April 2023



A word about Transition to Third Level

Size of College (800 to 22,000)
Size of Class (6 to 500) 
Class contact hours / schedule
Choosing subjects
Attendance Monitoring
Budgeting / Part-time work
Reduced Parental Involvement
Change in Learning Style
Shift in who takes responsibility



In Difficulty - ASK



Sources of Information

CAO Handbook & its warning

Publications

Guidance Counsellor / teachers

Current students / graduates / people in that career

Open Days - College visits

Visitors to School

Parents / older siblings

YouTube and Social Media



Websites

www.careersportal.ie
www.qualifax.ie
www.studentfinance.ie
www.accesscollege.ie
www.cao.ie 
www.guidanceoffice.info



Why is the CAO important?



So, 
where 
are the 
jobs?



Overall, more than eight out of 10 (81.9%) graduates from the Class of 2021 were 
in employment nine months after their graduation, up from 75.9% for the Class 
of 2020

Employment was found to be highest among education graduates (94.2%) and 
lowest for arts and humanities graduates (65%).

Graduates working in the Dublin region had the highest average salary nine 
months after graduation, at €35,317. This was followed by the Mid-West region 
at €33,481.

Graduates employed in the construction sector were the highest paid, receiving 
an average salary of €40,927. Those working in transportation and industry also 
reported average annual salaries of €39,468 and €38,362 respectively.

Graduates working in the accommodation and food services as well as the 
wholesale and retail trade sectors earned the least nine months after 
graduation.

When comparing like-for-like graduates, predicted earnings for 
male graduates stood at €39,320 while the predicted salary for 
female graduates stood at €36,899. 



And Finally…

  Any        

  Questions?

info@guidanceoffice.info
Doates@stciaranscs.ie 

mailto:info@guidanceoffice.info
mailto:Doates@stciaranscs.ie
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